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of Portuguese origin foreigners from various lands, some of them being
from Reformed countries or those tainted with heresy; and we come
upon such names as Arzam, Bandemborg, Bentinck, Lins, Cavalcanti,
Doria, Hollanda, Accioly, Furquim, Novilher, Barewell, Lems, and
later, in the seventeenth century, Van der Lei.110 Still others of the
same sort were dissolved into Portuguese names. Those persons who
came from Protestant countries were already Catholics or else were
converted here; and this sufficed for them to be received on intimate
terms into our social and even our political life. They might here set
up a family and marry with the best of the land, acquiring agricul-
tural property, influence, and prestige.

Sylvio Romero observes that in Brazil it was the catechism of the
Jesuits and the Ordinances of the Realm that "guaranteed from the
earliest times the unity of religion and the law." m

As for the mechanism of colonial administration, marked by feudal
tendencies in the beginning, it was lacking in the severity displayed
by the Spaniards; it was slack and weak, leaving the colonies and in
many respects the proprietors to their own free will. When later it
was rendered more rigid through the creation of the office of gov-
ernor-general, this was by way of assuring the union of certain of
the Capitanias, by keeping them under the same moral guardianship,
under the same governor-general, the same Ultramarine Council,,
the s&me Tribunal of Conscience,112 while still maintaining a separa-
tion between them in so far as it was possible to subject each one of
them to special treatment by the Metropolis. The object in view was
to prevent a national consciousness (which would inevitably arise out
of a uniformity of treatment and administrative regime) from over-
shadowing the regional one; but this prophylactic measure against
the peril of nationalism in the colony was not carried to the point of
sacrificing to it the colony's essential unity, assured by the catechism
and by the Ordinances, by the Catholic liturgy, and by the Portu-
guese language, aided by that "general" tongue which the Jesuits had
created.

Physical conditions in Brazil, which might have contributed to the
deepening of regional divergencies to dangerous extremes, were not
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